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Today the Independent Electoral 

Commission confirmed that the Iraqi 
people voted by 78.9 percent to adopt 
their landmark constitution. The turn-
out of 63 percent exceeded January’s 
election turnout of 60 percent, and the 
elections are being hailed as a shining 
success. Terrorists attempted to in-
timidate voters, but they were unable 
to stop 9.8 million Iraqi voters from ex-
ercising their freedom. 

Additionally, Iraqi Security Forces 
deserve enormous praise for their abil-
ity to provide excellent security at 
polling centers and the barriers outside 
these centers. Every day these forces 
are playing a larger role in protecting 
and securing their country, inspired by 
our courageous troops. 

The passage of Iraq’s constitution 
marks yet another milestone for the 
nation. Iraqi citizens continue to dem-
onstrate they are serious about estab-
lishing a democracy and committed to 
the future of their nation. Their suc-
cess in building a civil society is a crit-
ical step in the global war on terrorism 
and is helping to protect American 
families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

PASSPORTS ARE A NATIONAL 
SECURITY ISSUE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, every day 
thousands of packages travel through-
out the world. United Parcel Service 
ships and tracks packages from places 
far and wide, and these packages are 
kept up with a simple bar code. These 
packages are scanned at every stop 
they make when they enter or leave a 
building, or, when they are loaded on 
to trucks, ships or planes, they are 
scanned. 

From when a package leaves its des-
tination, let us say in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, until its ends up here in its 
final destination in Washington, DC, it 
is scanned at least 10 times and 
tracked with almost up-to-the-minute 
data on where it has been and where it 
is going. 

Mr. Speaker, millions of people cross 
our borders every day. We do not even 
record who enters our Nation. A border 
agent at a port of entry in south Texas 
just looks into the vehicle and may or 
may not examine papers, and waves the 
passengers in. We must require the ma-
chine-readable bar code passports to 
enter the United States. It will add no 
measurable amount of time. 

We take the time to record letters 
and packages; now we must start re-
cording foreign citizens who enter the 
United States. It is an issue of our na-
tional security. 

f 

SPENDING REDUCTIONS 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
Americans are writing us, sending us e- 
mails, calling us, stopping us at the 
grocery store and at the high school 
football game on Friday night, and 
they are telling us that they want to 
see us reduce government spending. 
They support us on the $35 billion in 
reductions already part of the 2006 
budget plan, and they support our ef-
fort to begin eliminating 98 programs 
that have shown little, if any, results. 

They appreciate the Speaker of this 
House making fiscal responsibility a 
part of his economic agenda, putting 
that at the heart of our economic secu-
rity of this Nation. But our constitu-
ents do not appreciate that not one 
Democrat in this House, not one, has 
stood up to support our effort to get 
that 2006 budget savings from $35 bil-
lion to $50 billion. 

Americans do not appreciate that the 
Democrats are refusing to call for 
across-the-board cuts. They will not 
even support a 1 percent reduction, not 
even 1 percent, Mr. Speaker. If the lib-
erals in this House had their way, we 
would be spending billions of dollars 
more every year. 

I hope the American people will 
reach out and let them know that they 
would like to see Federal spending re-
duced. 

f 

JOB LOSS IN OHIO 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the job loss in my State of Ohio con-
tinues, yet this Congress does nothing; 
no manufacturing policy, no industrial 
policy, bad trade policies, passing the 
Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment in the middle of the night, a tax 
policy that benefits and gives incen-
tives for corporations to outsource 
manufacturing jobs to China and New 
Mexico and to Central America, into 
other parts of the world, but does noth-
ing to assist small manufacturers. 

Mr. Speaker, this country’s economic 
leaders and political leaders are taking 
this country in the wrong direction. It 
is time we passed better trade policy. 
It is time we passed a manufacturing 
policy. It is time we assisted America’s 
and Ohio’s small manufacturers, be-
cause they create the jobs and create 
the middle class in this country. 

f 

ROSA PARKS 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
just add to the gentleman from the 
State of Ohio that the State of Texas 
added 15,000 jobs last month. 

Mr. Speaker, when she sat down, so-
ciety stood up and took notice. Rosa 
Parks, the name is synonymous with 
civil rights. Often referred to as the 
Mother of Civil Rights, Ms. Parks, with 

one small act of defiance, refusing to 
give up her bus seat, galvanized a gen-
eration of activists, including the 
young Reverend Martin Luther King, 
who then organized a 381-day boycott 
of the Montgomery bus system. Finally 
in November of 1956, the Supreme 
Court ruled that segregation on public 
transportation was unconstitutional. 

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks was then a 
42-year-old seamstress, an active mem-
ber of the National Organization for 
the Advancement of Colored People, 
and had worked as its adviser to its 
youth council. But it was on a city bus 
on December 1, 1955, when her seat was 
demanded and when history was made. 
When questioned why she did not va-
cate her seat that day, her answer was 
simple. She said, ‘‘I felt I had a right to 
be treated as any other passenger. We 
had endured that kind of treatment for 
too long.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks received 
many awards throughout her lifetime, 
including the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom in 1996; and then in 1999, the 
Congressional Gold Medal was awarded 
to Ms. Parks. But Ms. Parks wanted 
people to remember what was most im-
portant, to understand the govern-
ment, to understand their rights, and 
the Constitution. 

f 

ROSA PARKS 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in tribute to Rosa Parks who 
passed away yesterday. 

A reporter called me last night and 
wanted to know what did Rosa Parks’s 
life mean to me. I remembered that I 
was a young teenager, as a matter of 
fact, the same age as Emmett Till, 
growing up during that period, living 
in the southern part of the country. 

Things became so exciting for us as a 
result of Rosa Parks and the whole 
civil rights movement until we could 
hardly sleep at night waiting to see 
what was going to happen the next day. 
So Rosa Parks sparked a movement 
that shall forever live and can never 
die. We still have a ways to go, but she 
helped bring us to a real point. I salute 
her. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 
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